Red Wolf

(Canis rufus)

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Mammalia
Order: Carnivora
Family: Canidae

DESCRIPTION

Red wolves have several coat colors including black, brown, gray, and
yellow. The reddish coats for which they are named was typical of some
Texan populations. As medium-sized canids, red wolves are smaller and
more slender than their gray wolf cousins, but larger than coyotes. Adult
males weigh 60 to 80 pounds. Females are smaller and weigh 40 to 60
pounds.

DIET

The red wolf's diet consists primarily of small mammals such as rabbits and
rodents but also includes insects, berries and occasionally deer. Shy and
secretive, red wolves hunt alone or in small family packs. The red wolf is
primarily nocturnal (active at night).

HABITAT
Red wolves prefer to live in forests, swamps and coastal prairies. Dens are
often located in hollow trees, stream banks and sand knolls.

REPRODUCTION

By 1987, enough red wolves were bred in captivity to begin a restoration
program on Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge in northeastern North
Carolina. Since then, the experimental population area has expanded to
include three national wildlife refuges, a Department of Defense bombing
range, state-owned lands, and private property, spanning a total of 1.5
million acres.

FACTOID: Red wolves tend to form pair-bonds for life.



