Red Ruffed Lemur

(Lemur variegatus rubra)

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Mammalia
Order: Primates
Family: Lemuridae

Endangered Species

RANGE: Found only on the Masoala Peninsula which is on the northeast
coast of the Island of Madagascar, off the east coast of Africa.

HABITAT: Dense tropical rainforest where it spends most of its time in the
upper canopy.

DESCRIPTION: Characterized by a striking dark, red, black and white
pelage pattern. The fur is dense and thick, especially around the neck. It has
a prominent muzzle, short facial hair and a long, bushy tail. It averages
about 22 inches in length and weighs about 10 pounds. The tail is about 20
inches long. The dentition of all lemurs is similar to insectivores but better
adapted to fruit eating. The lower canines lie beside the lower incisors
which are slightly separated and slope forward to aid in peeling fruit.

REPRODUCTION/GESTATION: Ruffed lemurs form pair bonds. After a
gestation of 99 to 103 days, the female gives birth, generally to twins or
triplets. A behavior unique to the lemur family is displayed by the ruffed
lemurs and that is the “parking” of the young in a nest or the crotch of a tree
while the mother forages. The red ruffed lemurs generally stay in small
family groups, although some studies indicate they may form larger groups.
The females, as in most lemur species, are dominant to the males. This
dominance is exhibited primarily in approach-retreat interactions at feeding
stations. Sexual maturity is reached at 20 months of age.

DIET: Primarily fruits however, leaves are also taken.

VOCALIZATIONS: Bonded pairs exhibit load vocalizations to maintain
territorial boundaries and also to communicate possible danger.



